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From Far East to
Near North:
Translating to the
Year 10 History
Classroom

Matthew Allanby, Education Fellow
at the Robert Menzies Institute

This presentation details how to apply the “From Far
East to Near North” presentation in the context of a
Year 10 history classroom and contains four parts:

1.How does the presentation relate to 3 sub strands
of Year 10 History in the Australian Curriculum?

2.How does the presentation relate to the cross-
curriculum priorities and general capabilities in
the Australian Curriculum?

3.How is the presentation’s content transferable to
the Year 10 History classroom?

4.How can the Robert Menzies Institute support you
in the history classroom?






Sub-strand: Second
World War

Three of Australia’s five World War Il prime
ministers: Curtin, Fadden and Menzies.

Source: Australian War Memorial
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Sub-strand: The
globalising world
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Cross-curriculum Priorities in the Australian Curriculum

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Histories and Cultures

Asia and Australia’s Engagement
with Asia

Sustainability

yranah Curriculum
3o

Literacy

Successful
learner, confident
and creative
individual, and
active and
informed
citizen







Curriculum Resources w

https://www.robertmenziesinstitute
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Optlon 1 . SU I‘Vlval mOde arch-learning/learning/curriculum-m

ssroom resources and
re-made activities:

o Free

o Downloadable

o Classroom ready

o Curriculum aligned
o Knowledge rich

o Skill focused

SCHOOLS PROGRAM

Curriculum Resources

The Robert Menzies Institute Menzies on Communism

can help you teach Year 10 History
from the Australian Curriculum

assroom Resource
FREE, EASY TO DOWNLOAD

& CURRICULUM ALIGNED RESOURCES \ e ——"
' Classroom Activities

Overview of the modern world and
Australia
(ACOKEH0?23)

» Menzies on Communism

World War Il (1939-45)
ACDSFEHIO8) & (ACDSEHI10)
O T —

Migration Experiences (1945 -
Present)
ACDSEH

« Immigration during the Menzies era

7


https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/research-learning/learning/curriculum-material/
https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/research-learning/learning/curriculum-material/

Option 2: Professor

McGonagall from Harry Potter

Suitable for Senior Australian History

Learning Intention: To explore how Australia’s identity and
engagement with Asia evolved between 1941 and 1972 throug
an historian’s interpretation

Learning Materials: Zac’s slideshow and speech

1. Using Zac’s slides and presentation notes, replicate Zac’s
presentation (or part of it) to your class

2. Students can take notes, and you may wish to give them
excerpts of Zac’s speech to read independently

3. Students then answer 10 questions in their workbooks

EVEN BETTER - you may wish to ask for a free digital
incursion where Zac could deliver the content to your class

High standards & traditional pedagogy “Sage on the stage

Curriculum Resources

b2/

1. Identify two ways First Nations Australians
engaged with“Asia before Eurepean.settlements:

2. Describe how the idea of the “tyranny of
distance” influenced early settler attittudes
towards Asia.

3. Explain why NSW Premier SieJoseph Carruthers
supported Japan during the Russo-Japanese War.

4. Outline the significance of Australia establishing
its first independent diplomatic missions in 1940-
41

5. Analyse the impact of the White Australia Policy
on Australia’s engagement with Asia during the
mid-20th century.

6. Explain how the Colombo Plan contributed to
Australia’s regional relationships.

/. Evaluate the reasons why the 1951 Peace Treaty
with Japan was controversial, and its long-term
significance.

8. Discuss Australia’s role in Indonesia’s
independence and the challenges that followed.

9. Assess how Cold War tensions shaped Australia’s
diplomatic and military involvement in Asia.

10. Analyse how Britain’s withdrawal from Asia and
the US rapprochement with China in the late
1960s-early 1970s influenced Australia’s identity
and foreign policy.
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https://unaavictoria.org.au/wp-content/themes/unaav/docs/munc_program_brochure.pdf
https://unaavictoria.org.au/wp-content/themes/unaav/docs/munc_program_brochure.pdf
https://unaavictoria.org.au/wp-content/themes/unaav/docs/munc_program_brochure.pdf







a) Nourish your history
teacher’s soul

Recent Afternoon Light Podcasts that
relate to Australia’s engagement with Asia

o Nicholas Ferns on Australia’s attempt to
guide Papua New Guinea towards
economic development and self
government

o Sir Peter Cosgrove on Vietnam, his
experience in the ADF & Australia’s
current defence concerns: "underscore
and capitalise DETERRANT"

FEATURED PODCAST: 10 SEPTEMBER, 2026

Nicholas Ferns on Australia's
attempt to guide Papua New
Guinea towards economic
development & self government:
"We've cracked that code"

On this week's Afternoon Light Georgina Downer speaks with Nicholas
Ferns to unpack the ideology and policies known as
‘developmentalism’ — Australia’s concerted attempt to help its
neighbours achieve the same level of economic prosperity & political
stability enjoyed in ‘the lucky country’.

-

AFTERNOON
LIGHT

PODCAST
BY

| Robert
Menzies

Robert
Menzies

Afternoon
Light
Podcast

Hosted by
GEORGINA DOWNER

https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/research-

learning/research/afternoon-light-podcast/

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
NICHOLAS FERNS


https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/research-learning/research/afternoon-light-podcast/
https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/research-learning/research/afternoon-light-podcast/

b) Purposeful extension for

your students

Key Information:

o Prepare, practice, record and upload a speech addressing the 2026 theme.

e You must refer to Robert Menzies’s role in the alliance as well as the broader

historical context in which it was formed.
Time allocations:
» Year 7/8 Category: 3-5 minutes
» Year 9/10 Category: 4-6 minutes
» Year 11/12 Category: 5-7 minutes
Prizes:
» Year 7/8 Category: $500 + 5200 worth of books
» Year 9/10 Category: 51,000+ 5200 worth of books

e Year 11/12 Category: 51,500 + $200 worth of books

CALLING ALL STUDENTS IN YEARS 7 - 12

“It is a great thing for us to have such allies as
these Americans” - Sir Robert Menzies

RECORD A SPEECH ON THE TOPIC:

AFTER 75 YEARS, IS THE AUSTRALIA-US

CASH
PRIZES / AND YOU COULD BE IN THE

‘_\/\f-) RUNNING TO WIN!

Robert
Menzies

MORE INFO: © (=

https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/research-

learning/learning/speech-competition/



https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/research-learning/learning/speech-competition/
https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/research-learning/learning/speech-competition/

c) Free incursions /
excursions

In particular: incursions / excursions on
the Cold War!

Feel free to send an email enquiry to
schools@roberumenziesinstitute.org.au

OR

Get in contact via the form on the
website

nttps:/ /www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/curriculum-

resource/school-programs/

If you wish for your school to have a free incursion or excursion, please complete one of the
forms below. The live form can be completed and submitted here. If using the pdf version,
please fill in the form and then emalil it to the address at the bottom of the form. Within this
email, please specify on if you wish to book an incursion, excursion or other type of program.
The program can be tailored to the curriculum requirements and learning needs of your class.

School Booking Forms

School Program Booking Form (PDF) )


mailto:schools@robertmenziesinstitute.org.au
https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/curriculum-resource/school-programs/
https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/curriculum-resource/school-programs/

d) Free or cheap teacher
membership!
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BECOME

A MEMBER [oli (f


https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/about/membership/
https://www.robertmenziesinstitute.org.au/about/membership/
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