From Far East to

Near North

ia’s

Austral

Engagement w

ith
1972

ia 1941

7
<




“1904% D

N
When did Engagement HE RUSSO J.APA '#I’!'
i 5” WAR




War as spur to
Engagement

LLLLL

-Ar / .

aeas O]

W fale

| O /Efj/ = A(C |

- 5 G
DINNCID¢

£
#

1iratior

éﬁ’:% AC1T1C yacific ir

rsel : &////%

o

R
W

¥

EE
A




r1a

o
g4y

s E S

ﬁﬂ*‘
F¥ 5 }
o5 o1

Al

Ll %
o

= A s o L.
: _Ji. ) L) b ' 1! Ly’
R = R
g R~ = il
1 . _‘ A " =) Ed

- i - %

aller Collection, National Library of Australia

S

zﬂfé"é;‘ Az ACILII G




|

‘Developmental’ Diplomacy

e Seek Asian allies in fight against global
communism, but Commonwealth connections
equally important

e Australia disappointed at India’s non-
alignment, but relieved by Indonesia’s

e Australian aid spending peak at 0.48% of GDP
in 1967-8, currently sitting at 0.18% of GDP

e Economic development as the antidote to
communism

e ‘Colombo Plan’ conceived by Percy Spender &
others at 1950 meeting in Ceylon/5ri Lanka.
Initially just for the Commonwealth nations
but quickly expanded

Source: Commonwealth Stamp Store
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Malaya/Malaysia TTERIIRT

e Aus fight two conflicts to defend: Malayan
Emergency (1948-60) & Konfrontasi (1963-
66)

e Positive relationship with Britain lay
platform for Australia’s engagement

e Major aid recipient & student source.
300,000 graduates of Australian Universities
living in Malaysia

e Former Aus Governor General William
McKell help draft Malayan Constitution

e Defence cooperation program, including
enduring Aus military base at Penang: RMAF
Butterworth

SOK@F Fire Service
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Indonesia
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China & Taiwan (Formosa)
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	War as spur to Engagement
	League of Nations mark beginning of Australia’s ‘independent’ diplomacy
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	Delegation in China’s wartime capital of Chungking feature first Chinese-Australian diplomat in translator Charles Lee
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	Indonesia
	Dutch East Indies a wartime ally
	United Nations Committee for Good Offices on Indonesia see Aus act as ‘midwife’ to the birth of an independent Indonesia
	Expansionism in West New Guinea, Borneo & East Timor cause tensions
	Nuanced approached epitomised by Aus training Indonesian military officers simultaneous with fighting a clandestine war against them during Konfrontasi
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	South Vietnam/SEATO
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	Fall far short of NATO model, dissolved 1977
	Large foreign aid investment, but not celebrated in the manner of Colombo
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	China & Taiwan (Formosa)
	Positive for West that Taiwan take China’s UN Security Council seat
	Aus urge restraint during Taiwan Strait crises of 1954 & 1958, not as pro-Taiwan as USA
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	Conclusion
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	Britain arguably left Australia, rather than Australia leaving Britain, but writing was on the wall for long enough that we were well prepared


