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SERIES OVERVIEW

The Robert Menzies Institute is dedicated to exploring the enduring legacy of Robert Menzies - his ideas, his
leadership, and their relevance to the challenges Australia faces today and into the future.

This commitment underpins our annual academic conferences, which bring together leading thinkers to re-
examine Menzies's life, philosophy, and the policies and personalities of his governments. Held in the historic Old
Quad of the University of Melbourne, where Menzies studied law over a century ago and later served as
Chancellor, these conferences are both intellectually rigorous and deeply symbolic.

From 2021 to 2024, the first four conferences produced a landmark four-volume history: The Young Menzies, The
Menzies Watershed, The Menzies Ascendency, and The Menzies Legacy (forthcoming 2026). These works have become
essential references for understanding Australia’s journey to modernity.

Building on this success, the Institute now launches a new trilogy of conferences to deepen our understanding of
Australia’s 20th-century transformation, an era in which Menzies played a defining role. At a time when national
historical literacy is in decline, our mission is to reignite interest in Australia’s story by fostering original research
and fresh perspectives on the global forces that shaped it. As Menzies himself believed, a meaningful appreciation
of the past provides a “sense of continuity” that empowers us to meet the demands of the present.

To better understand this evolution, the Robert Menzies Institute will host a trilogy of conferences, each tied to a
key anniversary from Sir Robert's life. Under the banner Forging Australia: The Global Forces that Shaped a
Nation, the series will explore the most significant cultural, intellectual, and geopolitical influences on Australia -
Britain, America, and the Indo-Pacific - during Menzies's public career (1917-78):

2025 - Menzies and the British Commonwealth of Nations

Marking 90 years since Menzies's first trip to Britain, this conference will examine Australia’s historical ties to the
Commonwealth and their impact on national identity, diplomacy, and governance.

2026 — Menzies and America

Coinciding with the 75th anniversary of the ANZUS Treaty, this conference will explore the evolution of
Australia’s strategic alliance with the United States and its influence on defence, foreign policy, and cultural
exchange.

2027 — Menzies and Asia

Commemorating 70 years since the Australia-Japan Commerce Agreement, this final conference will investigate
Australia’s growing engagement with its regional neighbours and the shift toward an Indo-Pacific future.

Australia’s modern history is a story of dynamic interaction between local values and global currents. Through
this trilogy, we aim to illuminate how external forces helped shape a uniquely Australian liberal democracy, and
how Menzies's leadership navigated and influenced that transformation.













































